	[image: image1.png]



	Media Release  




Punch Gunalan Bows Out
The BWF announced today the resignation of Deputy President and Council Member, Datuk Punch Gunalan after a “provisional” vote of no confidence by the membership at the Badminton World Federations AGM on 17 May 2008 in Jakarta. The resignation, effective immediately, paves the way for more peaceful times in the governance of the sport at this critical time in the lead up to Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.
The timing of the AGM and subsequent outcomes are important given the Olympic Games in August and the timing of the resignation was not lost on BWF President, Dr Kang Young Joong, who described the move by the Deputy President as a “well placed decision that respects the sport that we all love and which respects the wishes of the membership of the BWF”. 
The provisional nature of the vote at the AGM related to a Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) ruling the day before the AGM in Jakarta. Whilst the results of the CAS case are still pending, Gunalan acknowledged the will of the membership and resigned before waiting for the final rule of CAS.
In what has been a long, distinguished and at times controversial career in the sport Gunalan thanked his Council colleagues in submitting his letter of resignation on 28 May 2008.
As the sport looks towards Beijing 2008, the BWF Council and management are focused on showcasing the sport to the world, and presenting badminton as a dynamic, powerful and hard hitting sport at the very top level and a sport which is enjoyed by an estimated 200 million players worldwide.
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