Dear President, Council Members, Member Associations, and CC’s,
I am extremely sorry for not having attended the AGM at the last moment. I need to provide an explanation to you all for my actions.

On the morning of the AGM at 8.30 am, I was with the President Dr. Kang, his Assistant, and Stuart Borrie, Secretary General BWF discussing the AGM Agenda. Suddenly Mr. Sulis, Vice President BAC, and Indonesian Badminton (PBSI) the host country interrupted us, sat at the table saying there was a matter of great importance, and insisted that I had to be questioned by the Police immediately.

He stated that:

1. In an email correspondence between Deputy President Punch Gunalan and Ms. Karen Koh COO of BAC, there was reference to Robin Bryant Vice President BWF and myself having “sabotaged” the AGM. I believe Punch Gunalan was referring to the Constitutional ruling given regarding two proposals to the AGM since there was never a situation that the AGM would not be held.
2. Mr. Sulis stated that this was serious as the word “sabotage” is connected with ‘terrorism’ and the security authorities were very sensitive and concerned with such situations.
3. Mr. Sulis further stated that many foreigners were coming to the country – I presume he meant for terrorist activities- and the security authorities were greatly worried, as elections were being held in Indonesia.
After the discussion on the agenda, I informed Dr. Kang that I will be going to meet the Police and may be delayed for the AGM.

Before going to meet the Police, when I obtained legal advice on what I should do, I was advised:
1. The main reason for the inquiry is the use of the word “sabotage” in an email between Deputy President Punch Gunalan and Ms. Karen Koh COO BAC.

2. The application of the word in the email is very clear. It clearly and definitely referred to the AGM. (Those in Council who read this particular email when Dr. Kang circulated the copies of emails would I am sure vouch for this fact.)
3. If the use of the word is now been taken out of context by the security authorities and explanation required then the question of motive and intent arises since the wording was very clear and no ambiguity existed. 
4. Many countries have very stringent laws on terrorist activities to the extent that a person could be held incommunicado for any length of time under “terrorism” laws.

5. I am a foreigner in Indonesia.
6. I have no protection from either BWF and/or the local Host organizers, since both parties were aware of what was happening and there seemed to be nothing forthcoming.

7. I have no time to inform or consult the Sri Lanka Embassy.

8. Leave the country immediately.
I was also taking into account the incident that took place the previous day. The Council meeting ended at 10.30 pm after 13.5 hrs. of deliberation. To my recollection somewhere in the course of this meeting, the Police had questioned the Deputy President Punch Gunalan. After appearing back for a short time he suddenly went missing from the meeting and due to the late hour when the meeting ended his whereabouts were not known to me. 

By now I was greatly distressed and mentally devastated. 
I then received information that Robin Bryant, Vice President had gone to the AGM hall and had been escorted out by three or four Policemen. At this point, I decided to heed to legal advice given to me. So I left the country as soon as possible.

I deeply regret the situation I was placed in. The fact that I was not able to attend the AGM and discharge my responsibilities as Chair, Administration is greatly weighing on my mind now. This sort of situation has never happened to me in my life before.
At this juncture, while I am still in a stressed and confused state of mind, all I can ask for is your understanding and forgiveness.

Regards,

Eraj Wijesinghe

Council member and Chair, Administration, BWF.
