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                          Information

                                      IBF Training Centre

1. OVERVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME – IBF TRAINING CENTRE

· badminton training

· conditioning work

· consultation : yearly and customized badminton training and conditioning plans 

· high performance consultation and testing

· physiotherapy, massage, relaxation and rehab services

· research 

· coach education
· vocational educational facilities
2. VALUE OF THE PROJECT TO MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS

This is a unique opportunity for Member Associations to have their very best young player(s) attend a full time training centre and experience elite level coaching within world class conditions.

3. WHICH MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS CAN APPLY?

All of them, however priority will be given to member associations considered being less developed or developing countries in a badminton sense.

4. WHICH ATHLETES SHOULD APPLY?  SELECTION CRITERIA

Member Associations can nominate a maximum of one male and one female athletes to participate in this programme.

It is extremely important that Member Associations give a great deal of thought to the athletes that they nominate.  

Candidates must be:

· aged between 18-22 (as of 1 January 2005) as a guideline

· the top talent from their country

· singles player

· show a long-term commitment to badminton, with the aim of qualification for the Beijing Olympic Games in 2008

· show exceptional promise

5. LOCATIONS OF THE IBF TRAINING CENTRES

Saarbrücken, Germany

Beijing, China

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Sofia, Bulgaria

USA (Location to be confirmed)

For this first phase of application, IBF is only looking for athletes to attend the Saarbrücken and Sofia Training Centres in the first half of 2005 (see section 6).

6. INITIAL DATES OF THE 2005 TRAINING CENTRES

Saarbrücken, Germany

Period A

7 March – 6 May 2005

Period B

30 May – 29 July 2005

Sofia, Bulgaria

Period A

4 April – 3 June 2005

7. APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

December 2004
IBF invites Member Associations to nominate athletes to attend the Programme

22 January 2005
Closing date for applications to continental confederations.  Applications must be copied to Chris Harvey at IBF.  

Email: chrish@intbadfed.org  Fax: +44 1242 221030

31 January 2005
Continental confederations select their preferred candidates and nominate these to IBF

7 February 2005
IBF informs the selected athletes and their continental confederations and member associations

14 December 2004 

Dear Member Association,

It is my pleasure, as Chair of the IBF Marketing and Development Committee, to inform all IBF Member Associations of a new and exciting development programme created by the International Badminton Federation.  In 2005, IBF will be launching IBF Training Centres.  This is an invitation for you to apply to send your most promising badminton athletes to train full time at an IBF Training Centre.

Badminton athletes selected to attend an IBF Training Centre will be provided with world class coaching, in start-of-the-art training facilities.  Each athlete will be based at a training centre for a 2-month period.  During this time, athletes will receive daily training, sport science and medical analysis.  All costs at the Training Centre, including accommodation and food for the athletes, will be funded by IBF.  The only costs for Member Associations are visa fees and the return airfare to the Training Centre.

Athletes nominated to attend the centre must match IBF’s selection criteria.  This is outlined in the attached document.  In summary the age guideline is for athletes to be between the ages of 18-22, they should be the top badminton talent within your country and have the target of qualifying for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games as a singles player.

The full application procedure is outlined in the attachment.  All nominations for suitable athletes must be submitted using the official application form and completed by an IBF Member Association.  This should then be sent to your Continental Confederation, which will then select the most suitable candidates from within their continent for nomination and final acceptance by IBF.

Initially IBF is looking to for athletes to attend the training centres in Saarbrücken and Sofia in the first half of 2005.  Training periods will commence in March, April and May 2005.

Further details concerning the programme and time schedule, as well as an official application form, are attached.  Applications for the initial training periods must be received by your continental confederation and copied to IBF by 22 January 2005.  

If you need any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I hope your Member Association will be able to take advantage of this important new programme.

Kind regards,
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Punch Gunalan

Chair Marketing and Development Committee

International Badminton Federation

